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Holy Week and Hallelujahs
pastor’s note
By The Rev. Cindy Shepherd

Holy Week and Easter Tide 
offer many opportunities to 
worship, to learn, and to share in 
loving fellowship with one 
another.  Jim Evans submitted the 
following list to area newspapers:   

            Palm Sunday, April 5.  
Worship service at 10 a.m. will 
observe the arrival of  Jesus in 
Jerusalem. It will feature special 
choir music and a palm parade 
that involves palm branches 
harvested in a sustainable way 
and under fair trade conditions.

            Maundy Thursday, 
April 9.  Tenebrae worship service 
at 5:30 p.m.  This service of  
shadows will involve scripture 
readings about the arrest, trial, 

crucifixion and burial of  Jesus.  
Readings are accompanied by a 
gradual extinguishing of  lights.

           Good Friday Worship 
will be shared with CUPS 
churches at Zion Lutheran 
Church, beginning at 7 pm. 
	 Easter Sunday, April 12. 
Early risers are invited to the 
CUPS Sunrise Service at Sidney 
United Church.  It begins at 6:30.

  A brunch will be served at 9 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall, followed 
by an Easter egg hunt for 
youngsters.  The Easter worship 
service begins at 10 a.m. and will 
feature special choir music for that 
occasion.

Brunch Notes from Host 
Nancy Askland:

Egg dishes and drinks will be 
provided. 

 Please bring a side food item 
to share.  

Doors open at 8:30.  Brunch 
will be served at 9.  For more 
information, call Nancy at 
684-2582.  

After Holy Week - we keep 
celebrating!  Dedication of  our 
foyer will be April 19th.  On April 
26th we’ll baptize baby Vance 
Clark.   

Have a joyous April!
Love, Pastor C.

Lilies are a 
sign of 
Easter.  Their 
shape 
reminds us 
of a trumpet 
(For the 
trumpet shall 
sound.  And 
the dead 
shall be 
raised!)  And 
the white 
and gold are 
symbols of 
the Risen 
Christ (Jesus 
said, “I am 
the Light of 
the World.”) 
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a Gift of
Lilies 
for 
Worship 

If  you’d like to 
order a lily or 
spring flowers for 
our Easter worship

in memory . . . 
in honor . . . 
in celebration . . . 

please call the 
church office,  
684-2317.  
Cost is $8.
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 Have you seen the Youth Group’s new T-
Shirts?   An original design, they say “Truckin’ with 
Jesus” on one side and PTYG 2009 on the other.  If  
you have to ask, “PTYG” stands for Philo/Tolono 
Youth Group.  And you aren’t alone in asking.  
When they wear the shirts to school, classmates and 
friends ask about them, and the wearer gets a chance 
to tell about the group and extend an invitation.  
Three or four new people have become involved in 
the last few weeks.  Maybe the church needs some 
shirts, too!!
	 In March, the Senior High Youth Group 
met for their regular Bible Study time, and also had 
a (modified) Lock In at the CE Building in Tolono 
on Friday, Mar. 20.  With so many high school and 
work activities pending for Saturday, the participants 
called it a night around midnight.  But the few hours 
they spent together were lots of  fun!  The group met 
Kerry Bean, the new pastor at Tolono Pres.  And the 
Director of  Camp Carew, The Rev. Meg Overstreet, 
made the trip up from southern Illinois to lead 
activities and faith issue discussions.  Regular Youth 
Group leaders Bonnie Woolard, Susie Fisher, Mary 
Simon and Pastor Cindy met separately from the 
group as they continue to work out details for the 
Summer Mission Trip.

The Youth will lead worship and host a Mission 
Trip Fundraising Luncheon in May, to give everyone 
an opportunity to get on board with supporting their 
trip to Cass Lake Indian Reservation in Minnesota.  

Rent-a-Teen dates are also available, so if  you 
have yard or house work to do and you need a few 
strong backs and willing hands, call Mary Simon, 
684-9914, to “Rent” some Youth Group Members.

JAM kids had a change of  pace in March, with 
lots of  guest speakers sharing with the junior highs.         

Jay Long spoke to them about his faith and life.  
Nathan Montgomery told them about how his 

faith led him to establish Salt and Light ministries.  
(The kids brought canned goods to help out with the 
Food Bank there.)  

Then Mel Sims, a member of  Zion Lutheran, 
spent a couple of  hours with the group and 
introduced us to the basics of  self-defense.   (Picture 
below)

JAM will continue to meet, though April, with 
the exception of  Spring Break week for Unit 7 
Schools.  

Sunday School is one way that the 
church fulfills the vow it takes when a 
child is baptized - the promise to help  
the child to know and love the Lord.    
Please keep the Sunday School 
teachers - Mary Simon, Teri Patton, 
Terry Pratt, Pete Friedemann and 
Suzanne Brock, in your prayers.  

Sunday School and Youth Group(s)
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From left to right! 

From The Senior High 
Abbreviated Lock-In

JAM participants get a 
lesson in self-defense 
from instructor Mel 
Sims.
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Evans’ career of distinguished teaching 
and research spanned 33 years. Before 
his retirement in 1995, Evans was an 
internationally and nationally 
recognized leader in agricultural 
communications education. The new 
chair is being established to 
acknowledge Evans’ many years of 
exemplary service as well as his 
considerable contributions to the 
foundation of the Ag Communications 
Program at the University of Illinois.

Please keep these friends and family in 
your prayers as they deal with health 
issues:
Karen Talbott
Glenn and Shirley Shipley
Bob Lauchner
Mark Lovingfoss
Willa Strothmann
Mildred Davis                                                   

In The News this Month:

Lynddsay and Kayleigh Talbott 
were pictured on the front page of  the 
County Star, enjoying a program at the 
Library.

Our Christian Sympathy 

To the family of  Robert Harmon, 
who died March 3, at Carle.  His 
memorial service was March 9th, at 
Philo Presbyterian.  Please remember 
wife Marilyn, and sons, Mick, Rick and 
Dan in your prayers.

To Richard Englehart and his family 
(Jordin Herald’s stepfather) on the death 
of  his daughter.  

Congratulations to Scott and Jeanne 
Martin on the BAPTISM of  g’daughter 
Chloe Nicole, in Texas on Mar. 22.

And Congratulations to Greg Burr, 
on his retirement from the US Postal 
Service after 30 years of  service!  Wow, 
Greg!

Philo Pres will soon be 
back on the “Web”

At its March meeting, Session approved 
the Communication Committee’s 
request to launch a new internet site for 
Philo Pres.  Elders Rice and 
Friedemann have researched options, 
and hope to have the site up and 
running within a month or so.  Why the 
need to go beyond the newsletter and 
the Yellow Pages?  Here are some 
interesting facts recently reported 
in“The Parish Paper” - which tracks 
trends in church life: 

♦ An estimated 238 million people 
in the U.S. use the 
Internet, more than double the 
number in 2000. 
♦ Of the more than 70 percent of 
people in the U.S. 
who use the Internet, younger adults, 
who learned the skill 
in childhood, are especially likely to 
look for a church first 
on the Internet. 

♦ About one in seven Americans 
move each year.  These newcomers 
more often look 
for services, schools, and churches in 
their new community 
on the Internet than in the Yellow 
Pages. Some churches 
estimate that 90 percent of their first-
time worshipers visit their churchʼs 
Website before they arrive in person.  

♦ Currently, 45 percent of U.S. 
congregations have a website.

The new philopres.com website will be a 
helpful addition to our communication 
team’s ministry, which also includes 
publishing the newsletter and submitting 
articles to area newspapers.  

P
H

IL
O

 P
R

E
S

 N
E

W
S

  A
P

R
IL

 2
00

9 
Spotlight on       

The           
Communinication Team                      

members of  the 
Communication Committee
Dirk Rice,
Pete Friedemann
Pastor Cindy
ex.officcio

If you’d like to help with the 
newsletter, the website, or other 
church communications, please 
call 684-2317

New Endowed Chair in 

Ag Communications 
Announced 

College of ACES Newsletter   
February 2009
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“!e endowed chair, an enduring faculty resource, will be key to 
helping the University of Illinois continue as a center for excellence 
and dedicated teaching, research, and service in agricultural com-
munications, locally to globally,” said Evans. “And it fits within an 
innovatively strengthened partnership between the College of ACES 
and College of Media. I feel grateful to be associated with that e"ort 
in the future, as I have felt in the past.”
 Evans also observed that e"ective communicating is increasingly 
vital to success in fast-changing, complex agricultural enterprises and 
the food, feed, fiber, energy, and development missions they serve.
 Evans’ career of distinguished teaching and research spanned 
33 years. Before his retirement in 1995, Evans was an internation-

ally and nationally recognized leader in agricultural communica-
tions education. !e new chair is being established to acknowledge 
Evans’ many years of exemplary service as well as his considerable 
contributions to the foundation of the ag communications program 
at the University of Illinois.
 “I applaud the e"orts to raise funds for this new James F. Evans 
Endowed Chair in Agricultural Communications,” said Robert Eas-
ter, ACES dean. “I recognize the passion of our Ag Communications 
alumni and volunteers. I truly believe that this proposed [ag comm] 
program will provide a legacy that we can all be proud of and will 
o"er positive visibility for academic e"orts in agricultural communi-
cations within the University of Illinois community and beyond.” 
 !e College of ACES and the College of Media have a long-
standing relationship that dates back to the 1940s. Over the past 
year, these two colleges have been developing a proposal to formal-
ize and reposition portions of the agricultural communications 
curriculum in the College of Media. !e objective of such a move 
is to strengthen the program, with the overall goal of ensuring that 
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E
fforts to raise funds for the James F. Evans Endowed Chair 

in Agricultural Communications kicked off on November 8, 

2008, at the I Hotel and Conference Center in Champaign. 

More than 100 friends, colleagues, and former students 

were in attendance. Following a social hour, speakers from each 

decade of Evans’ career presented highlights of the time period. 

Marlene and Jim Evans at the November 
event where the endowed chair, named 
in honor of Jim, was announced.

Friends and Family

Congratulations to Jim Evans.  His service to the 
UofI is being honored by the establishment of  a 
professorship named after Jim!!   The following 
(and the picture) are from the FaceTs newsletter: 
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Introducing Philo Presʼ FRB Growing Project:
  Peru Chota

by Farm Manager and Elder Dirk Rice

The Peru Chota Project is centered in the 
Paccha and Chadin districts in Peruʼs Llaucano 
River Basin. Like many areas of Peru the people 
there rely on outdated and inefficient agricultural 
practices as their main source of income, using soils 
that are depleted from generations of use. 

The area the project is concentrating on is 
lowlands that rely on crop production. The basic 
crops here are corn, beans, potatoes, barley, peas 
and some root plants. Because there is a long dry 
season farmers have traditionally planted and 
harvested one crop a year. One of the focal points 
of the FRB project has been to introduce irrigation 
and train the people in itʼs management to allow 
them to have a second growing season, allowing for 
more crop production and more diversity. Training in 
water management has also allowed farmers there 
to introduce livestock production, allowing for more 
diversity in their farming systems, better nutrition 
and a chance for increased income.

Another aspect of the program is educating 
school children on growing vegetable gardens and 
how the food coming from the garden will improve 
their diet, which in turn improves their performance 
at school as well as their lives in general. Some of 
the produce from the school gardens is sold at local 
markets, in turn teaching the children how excess 
produce can be turned into income.

Before the project began, families tended to 
get their nutrition from a very narrow range of food. 
An important aspect of the project has been 
teaching people how to use their improved cropping 
techniques to produce a variety of food that will 
provide their families a balanced diet. FRB staff is 
also working with local government to improve 
drinking water quality.

One of the main avenues Food Resource 
Bank uses to fund these projects is something they 
call “Growing Projects.” This will be the first year for 
Philo Presbyterian Church to participate in a 
Growing Project. The concept is fairly simple. 
Members are invited to provide a donation to cover 
the expense of growing an acre of crop on the farm 
that belongs to Philo Presbyterian, a gift from the 
estate of a member 50 years ago. The income from 
selling the crop that acre produces will then be 
donated to the Peru Chota Project. The more acres 
that members of our congregation subsidize by 
paying the cost of the inputs, the more acres we will 
commit to the program. The cost will be an average 
for corn and soybean, since the farm acreage is 
evenly split between the two, and then the income 
provided from those acres will be an average for 
the two crops. The number we are using to donate 
an acre is $142. The income from selling the crop 
from that acre should be roughly double that 
number, depending on how the crop yields and the 
price at harvest. It will probably work out so that the 
church farm will provide about twice the expense 
amount, so that the church will be matching your 
donation and therefore making every $1 you donate 
worth $2.
Since this is our first year with a “Growing Project” 
we will be learning as we go.

You can learn more about Food Resource Bank by 
logging on to: 
www.foodresourcebank.org
 
To learn more about the Peru Chota Project, look 
under Overseas Programs, then look under South 
America.

Our Food Resource Bank 
Community Growing Project
Farmer to Farmer Help P
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http://www.foodresourcebank.org
http://www.foodresourcebank.org


5

A Greater Gift to meet a 
Greater Need

Bruce Reyes-Chou, Moderator 
of General Assembly, has 
challenged Presbyterians to 
double our gifts to One 
Great Hour of Sharing this 
year, in response to the 
world wide recession, which 
is hitting those who live 
in poverty even harder than 
those of us who are 
relatively well off.  
  
Our gifts support 
ministries of disaster 
response, refugee 

assistance and 
resettlement, and community 
development that help 
people find safe refuge, 
start new lives, and work 
together to strengthen 
their families and 
communities.
 

Presbyterian gifts are 
divided between 
Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Self-
Development of People and 
PCUSA Hunger Program. 

Prayerfully consider 
doubling your usual 
generous gift this year!

Book Discussion Group
April 22                                 
7 pm

Women in the Book Group will be 
reading Geraldine Brooks prize winning 
novel People of  the Book for April’s 
discussion.  

Copies are available at area 
bookstores (it was on the bargain table at 
Border’s recently) or from Amazon.com.

Everyone who enjoys sharing a 
good read is invited to join!

P
H

IL
O

 P
R

E
S

 N
E

W
S

  A
P

R
IL

 2
00

9
Inspired by the true story of 
a mysterious codex known 
as the Sarajevo Haggadah, 
People of the Book is a 
sweeping adventure 
through five centuries of 
history. From its creation in 
Muslim-ruled, medieval 
Spain, the illuminated 
manuscript makes a series 
of perilous journeys: 
through Inquisition-era 
Venice, fin-de-siecle 
Vienna, and the Nazi 
sacking of Sarajevo.

Last Year Philo Presbyterians gave  $3,346.   
Can each one of us double our gift?

Afternoon Circle

 Women's Afternoon Circle will meet on April 10 at 1:30 at the church.  

Lydia Circle

We will meet for double! Bible Study April 1, 7 pm at the church.   

philos Bible study 
Our April meetings will be the 14th and the 28th - 6 pm (Wednesdays) at Jan 

Siders' home.  philos is using a Bible study by Max Lucado.
.

Lydia Circle



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wen’day Thu’day Friday Sat’day

1 
Happy April 
Fools’ Day!
JAM, 3:30
Lydia Circle, 
7

2
Bible 

Study, 6-8

3 4

5 Palm 
Sunday 
Communion

6  Session, 7 7
Choir 

Practice, 6:30

8  JAM, 3:30 9
Maundy 

Thursday 
Tennebrae 
Service, 7

10 Good 
Friday  CUPS 
Service, 7 @ 
Zion 
Lutheran

11

12  Easter 
Brunch, 9
Worship, 10

10  
Spring Break 
for Unit 7  
Afternoon 
Circle, 1:30

14
philos 

group, 6p @ 
Sider’s home

15 no JAM 16 Bible 
Study, 6-8

17 18

19 
SS and 
Dedication of 
Foyer - 
Reception 

20 21 22  JAM, 3:30
Book 

Discussion 
Group (People 
of  the Book), 7p

23 Bible 
Study, 6-8

24 25

26  SS and 
Worship 

Baptism 
Reception

27 28
philos 

group, 6p @ 
Siders’ home

29  JAM, 3:30 30 Bible 
Study, 6-8

31

April 2009

April Birthdays

3 - Mildred Davis
5 - Lois Myler
6 - Teri Patton
9 - Inga VanWieren

13 - Dorothy Burr
17 - Lynn Rice
20 Davey Renfrow
25 - Barbara Gillott
27 - Adam Pratt
       Erin Boucek   

Let’s celebrate!


